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Brief outline  

International trade, development, and their inter-links are among the most conundrum topics of 

today. International Economics has much to say concerning these issues, and constitutes a powerful 

tool in terms of exposing commonly held misperceptions. This is a graduate level course that will 

consider a number of topics associated with the links between international trade and development. 

A particular emphasis will be placed on the consequences of trade openness on outcomes, especially 

in developing countries, i.e. on inequalities, growth and poverty, institutions and financial 

development, conflicts, terms of trade, and the environment. 

This course is meant to familiarize students with current problems and trends in international trade 

and to prepare them for doing research in this or other related fields. The course assignments have 

accordingly been designed to help you learn to read papers critically, as well as to develop and 

execute your own independent research ideas. 

The course does not follow any single textbook and is open to students with a little background in 

economics. On the international trade side, a good complementary textbook, useful to complement 

the first lectures, is Krugman, P. and M. Obstfeld (2014), “International Trade: Theory and 

Policy”.  Also, as the course is strongly applied/oriented and based on the reading and presentation 

of empirical papers, some understanding of statistical methods is useful. For general knowledge in 

globalization and other related topics we may refer to Michael W. Weinstein (ed.) (2005), 

“Globalization: What’s New?” 

All the relevant reading materials (articles, case studies, chapters, etc.) will be delivered in advance. 

 

Topics: 

 Introduction: Economic Perspectives on Trade and Globalization 

 Trade and Growth 

 Trade Issues in Developing Countries: Market Access, Income, Poverty 

 New Economic Geography 

 Technology Transfer through International Trade  

 Trade, Migration, and Brain Drain 

 Trade and Conflicts 

 Trade and the Environment 


